CORONATION    MARCH
English and turn against you to extirpate your fearful
superstition with the sword, If you return to the light
and to the true Catholic faith, send me word and I
shall tell you what to do. But if you harden your
hearts . . . expect me with irresistible power, human
and divine. . . ."
It is an unfortunate document and one can only hope
that Pasquerel^wrote it on his own; the original in Latin
is lost and the style in the surviving German copy does
not at all resemble Joan's. If may be that it was drafted
and never sent. If Joan was responsible for it she made
a tragically ironic payment.
Out of all this mass of gossip only one thing emerges
with certainty: the terrific hold she had got over the
imagination of her contemporaries. The atmosphere of
the court was a good deal cooler. She had her adorers
there too, but she had sceptical adversaries and was
beginning to have enemies. She was an outsider whose
influence over the king threatened the security of the
clique which had been running affairs before she came,
and her successes did not reconcile them to her ascend-
ancy ; quite the contrary, of course. Nor did she make
things any easier for herself by her conviction that she
must be right through sources of information denied to
other people.
It is only fair to remember that she was young, en-
thusiastic, justly convinced that her divine guide would
carry her further than the cautious hesitations of the
old fossils at court would ever carry them; but it is
not surprising nevertheless that she got their backs up
and made them wish that they had never heard of her
and her tiresome Voices. Even Regnault de Chartres,
Archbishop of Rheims, whose influence was on her side
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